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What revolution?

­eBooks are an incremental innovation
­Electronic delivery of books is revolutionary
®Instant distribution
®Transformed stock and inventory management
®New business models
®New marketing tools and techniques
®Smaller chunks

­Metadata is the key to success
­«Obscurity is a far greater threat to authors and 

creative artists than piracy.¬ (Tim OªReilly 2002)





Metadata today



Metadata Challenge I (ISBNs)

­eBooks have led to the proliferation of formats
­All separately tradeable products need a unique identifier (ISBN, DOI)
­Itªs about retaining control of your assets!

DOI DOI DOI DOI DOI



More challenges and very different views and 
expectations

­Develop ElectronicLearning Products

­Manage Editions

­Support Marketing Widgets

http://www.noordhoffuitgevers.nl/wps/portal/!ut/p/c1/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gDA2NPTy8PDw9XA1cPT0NHswADKNAPB-nAVGGMUAGVxw4cDfT9PPJzU_ULsrPTHB0VFQEDBL0e/dl2/d1/L2dJQSEvUUt3QS9ZQnB3LzZfMDAzSUlKSEhIRTBFSEkxQTZQMDAwMDAwMDA!/
http://www.harpercollins.com/


Traditionally, we think backwards
from Product Form to Product Development
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http://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Datei:Kindle_2_-_Front.jpg&filetimestamp=20090224214844


Metadata Challenge II (chunks)

­Do chapters sold separately need ISBNs?
­And what about custom products?
­1 book, 20 chapters, 4 formats:

(4 x 20 chaps) + 4 eBk + 2 print + ?? Custom = 86+ ISBNs!
84+ DOIs

­Not just about storage ®full DAM service must underpin the metadata.



Donªt be afraidof a digital pig in a poke



Work Item vs. Sales Item
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Sales item:
�‡ISBN

�‡Format

�‡Price

�‡�«

Work:
�‡Title

�‡Author

�‡Marketing texts

�‡�«

http://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Datei:Kindle_2_-_Front.jpg&filetimestamp=20090224214844
http://de.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Datei:Kindle_2_-_Front.jpg&filetimestamp=20090224214844

